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July 20th, 2021

Dear Eighth Grade Parents,

I pray you are having a wonderful, relaxing summer! This year will be a year of milestones
for you and your child, most important of which is the Sacrament of Confirmation. Bishop Rhoades
will be at our parish on Saturday, April 30, 2022 at 10:00am to confirm our students. Although it
seems far away, there are a few important dates to mark on your calendar.

To get us started, we will have a Confirmation Meeting on Sunday, September 12th, at
3:30pm in the Life Center. This meeting is for both Confirmation Candidates and a parent.
This meeting is mandatory, as we will be discussing all the different components of preparation
this year and more importantly, why we do them.  The meeting will end at 5pm.

In preparation for Confirmation, 8th Grade students will attend one retreat during the coming
year.  This year, we have two retreat options!  Each student must choose one.

Option #1:
Our parish Confirmation retreat will occur Friday - Saturday, October 29-30, 2021. The retreat
will occur at the St. Vincent’s Life Center beginning around 6pm Friday night. Students will go
home at 9pm to sleep for the night and return the next morning for the remainder of the retreat.
Saturday will be from 9am-8pm. We are super excited about this retreat this year, as it will be led
by Damascus Missionaries (Catholic Youth Summer Camp)!

Option #2:
We hope many of our students will take advantage of this opportunity. This is a retreat at a camp
called Damascus in Centerburg, Ohio. This is a dynamic retreat which includes not only
powerful sessions to help your child encounter Jesus, but it also includes opportunities for high
adventure activity. This retreat takes place Friday - Sunday, March 25-27, 2022. We will take a
bus to and from the retreat. The cost is $120. The cost for transportation will be determined closer
to the date of the retreat. This may be a longer and more expensive retreat, but it is completely
worth it! What better time to invest in a life-changing experience for your child than before
Confirmation?  We only have 40 spaces available, so claim yours today!

Please make every effort to keep one of these dates open on your child’s calendar. If your child
has an unavoidable conflict with both retreat dates, please notify me as soon as possible. Alternate
retreat options with other parishes will need to be reviewed and attended. Please know that alternate
retreats may require parent attendance and safe environment screening.
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A retreat experience is only one of many ways in which your child will prepare for the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Learning the joy of service and developing a relationship with our
Lord are also very important aspects of their preparation. While we assist you with Confirmation
preparation in the classroom or through REfuel, your primary responsibility is to instruct your child
in all aspects of the faith.  Please don’t hesitate to let us know how we can better support you!

Let us pray and work together for a Christ centered Confirmation year for our young people.
They have much to distract them from their Catholic faith. It is important for us to be strong
witnesses to them as they journey toward a closer relationship with Christ and receiving the gift of
the Holy Spirit. I look forward to walking this journey with you!

Blessings,

Lindsay Lushis
Director of Middle School Ministry


