STr. VINCENT
dePAuL

CHURCH

DECEMBER9, 2007
SECONDAYSUNDAYOFADVENT

1502 E . Wal | en Road A For t Wayne, I N 4
PARISHSTAFF MASS SCHEDULE
T (] Er. John Kuzmich \Weekend
Parochial Vicar............cooovvveeiiiiiiee Fr. Jason Freiburger Saturday 5:00 pm; Sunday 7:15, 9:00, 11:00 am, 12:45 pm
Parochial Vicar............cccovvciieiiieecice Fr. Pius llechukwu  and 6:00 pm Life Teen mass
Pastoral Associate...........c.ocoeniiiienann. Dorothy Schuerman  \yeekday and HolydayAs scheduled in bulletin.
Pastoral ASSOCIate.........ccceeveeeieiiiiiiiiaaeen. Judy Mockenhaupt
Business AAMINiStrator..............uveeeeeeeieeiieesiinnnns Sherry Miller SACRAMENTS
School Principal.........ccccoiiiiiiiiiieieeeiiiiieeee Sandra Guffey Reconciliation
Dir. of RengiOUS Education.........ccooeeveeveiveiiieennns Beth Amick Sat. 8:45-9:45 am or anytime by appointment_
Director of MUSIC............ccccceeeeviiiviieesiieeeeeennnn . TONY Andorfer Baptism
Mamtengnce ....................................................... Jay Ham_rlck Sunday following the last Mass; also baptisms may be
You_th DIr€CtOr. ..ot Tracy Sm_es scheduled during Sunday Mass. Baptismal Catechesis is
Parish Secretary........cccccvveveeeiieiiiiieeeiiiiieeeeen Mary Berkshire required prior to baptism
Parish Secretary........ccccuuuveeiieiieiiieeeieieeeeeeeeen Carol Wurst Matrimon '
Parish Secretary............ueeeeiiiiiiiiiceciiiiiiiieeeeee Geri Schmidt y . ,
Parish Nurse/Homebound Ministry.................... Deb Andrews Ar.rangements et bg made at least six months in advance.
Parish Pastoral Council Chairpersan.............. Bill Pagryzinski Sick and Communion Calls
Please keep us informed of the sick and homebound,
TELEPHONES particularlywhen there is serious illness.
TG Fa s s w407 9405 ST. VINCENTOE PAUL PARISHSCHOOL
2 Y IS stvincentchurch@hotmail.com A Catholic education for children (grades-8)
Religious Education Office.........ccccceviieeiiiiieaceeenen. ext. 204  Office HOUS....oooooiiiiiin 0015 @M-3:15 pm
Youth Ministry OffiCe...........cccovoveriiieereeeeeeeeeeeeans 2 I G O RS —— (260) 489-3537 ext. 213
DIr€CtOr Of MUSIC........vvvvreeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeen oo iy 20T, SENEE! AUBTOENEE i1 ext. 214
Spiritua| (012 01 1<) AT ext. 222 School KitCheN. .......coeeiiieee e ext. 220
Wedding Coordinator Rhonda Nall....................... 482-8409  SChoOI Secretary.......coocvvvveeeiiiiiiieeciieee e Kathy Palmer
Deve|0pment Director Linda Mc(:arth_y _____________________ ext. 247 School Secretary. ................................................... Ellen Ryan
SCOUL LOAQE. ...ttt 489-1763 NEW PARISHIONERS
Egzz: t:p}g Ibitljlge ................................................. Zg;jig(i Registration for new members is held on the second Sunday
..................................................... of the month following the 9:00 am Mass.
BULLETINDEADLINE

Items should be in the church office via-enail by Monday
9:00 am (Prior Friday 12:00 noon for a holiday week.)

CATECHUMENATE
We welcome persons interested in embracing the Catholic
faith. Please call the church office.
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MASSINTENTIONS
Monday, December 10
*6:30 am Ellen LindemanStalf
8:00 am Eileen Kronewetter
Tuesday, December 11
*6:30 am Gerard Theriot
8:00 am Ann Leffers
Wednesday, December 12
*6:30 am Mary Bobay
8:00 am Elaine UnderhilALL MASS
Thursday, December 13
*6:30 am Fred Didomenico
8:00 am Paul Till
Friday, December 14
8:00 am Mary Beeler
*5:30 pm Lorraine Huhn
Saturday, December 15
8:00 am Int. of Sr. Margaret
Pizarek
5:00 pm Bill Cleghorn
Sunday, December 16
7:15 am Special Int. Nielson Fam.
9:00 am Dolores Kleber
11:00 am Ralph Schimmele
12:45 pm Carl Stopher
6:00 pm For the Parish (Life Teen
Mass
*Chapel

NEWCOMERS EGRSTRATION

Parish representatives will be in the
Church Conference Room this
Sunday, December 9, after the 9:00
am Mass to welcome and register
new members to St
COFFEEAND DONUTS

Join us for coffee and donuts after
the 9:00 am Mass on the following
Sundays:

Dec.9: Tom & Linda Herber

Jan. 13 : Volunteer Needed

PARISHBULLETINHOLIDAYDEADLINES
Due to the upcoming holidays,
please observe the following
deadlines for submitting articles in
the parish bulletin:

Dec. 23rd bulletin Due Dec. 13
by 3:00 pm

Dec. 30th bulletin Due Dec. 19
by 3:00 pm

Jan. 6th bulletin Due Dec. 27
by 3:00 pm

Thank you for your cooperation.
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SACRAMENTOF THEANOINTINGF THESICK

At all the Masses next weekend, December 15 and 16, we will be
administering the Sacrament of the Sick. Parishioners who are seriously ill
(whether physically or mentally); notably weakened due to old age or facing
major surgery are candidates for the sacrament. If you would like to be
anointed, we ask that you sign in at the Gathering Space prior to the start of
Mass that day. Candidates for anointing will be asked to sit at the end of the
pew and the priest will go to you for the anointing. Our parish nurses and
ushers will be of assistance to you.

AREAADVENTPENANCESERVICES
Our Lady of Good Hope Tuesday, December 11, at 7:00 pm

St. Charles Wednesday, December 12, at 7:00 pm

St. Jude Thursday, December 13, at 7:00 pm
Confessions will also be offered at
Thursday, Dec. 20 3:304:30 pm and  6:30fi7:30 pm

Friday, Dec. 21 3:3014:30 pm and  6:30--7:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 22 8:459:45am and  3:30f14:30 pm

EUCHARISTIGADORATION

On Wednesday, Dec. 12, we will have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in
the church following the 8:00 am Mass until 3:00 pm. Adoration will continue

in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and conclude at 7:00 pm. The grade

school children will be present for periods of adoration until the closing of

their school day. The regularly scheduled adorers are expected to honor their
schedul ed ti me. Al'l parishioners ar
presence.

MENS AND WOMENS CHRISTRENEWSHIS PARISH

Are you looking for a way to revitalize your faith and make new friends? Sign
up for the next Mends or Women's Chr
mends dat es albandtReewnmen'sidatgs arfke SViarch 2.

Don't miss out on this wonderful opportunity for spiritual growth and

fellowship. Men should contact Bill Arnold 389092 or barnold@L

AEletthc t&nt Wom@rPshould contact Cindy McAuliffe 48657.

SERVER® CHEDULES
(Itis YOUR responsibility to find a replacement)
Saturday, December 15
8:00 am TEAM 28 Andrew SmithMackenzie Dick
5:00 pm TEAM 6: Melanie Heiny, Tony Armstrong,
Nicholas Heiny, Claudia Barbieri
Sunday, December 16
7:15 am TEAM 7: Justin Thelen, Rachel Thelen
Morgan Kinniry, Alex Yoder
TEAM 22:Lindsay Freimuth, Caleb Kruse
Olivia Kruse, Logan Parrish
TEAM 17: Quintin Lepper, Rashida Mago
Amy Royal, Paige Didier
TEAM 23:Ben Evans, Samantha Farmer
Catherine Yanko; Nicholas Hagar

9:00 am

11:00 am

12:45 pm
WEDDINGBANNS
oLet us pray for

Vincentds as they
| Aaron Scales and Heidi Earnhart

this son an¢( /|
prepare f oM



SCHOOL & YOUTH NEWS

CHILDRENS STEWARDSHIP

0l helped my Grandma tidy
OPl aying with my baby brot
0l helped my friend fee
OHel ped to clean up yar
ol asked a friend to th
0Clearing the snow off

RELIGIOUSEEDUCATIONNEWS

PRESCHOOICL ASSESSUNDAYMORNING

Kindergarten students use a colorful workbook which
celebrates Gododos creati on
land, water, light, animals, and all people. Then Jesus
becomes the focus during the second semester.
Kindergarten catechists during the 9:00 Mass are
Michelle Diffendarfer assisted by her two daughters,
Emily and Lauren. During the 11:00 Mass, Sharon
Weimer and Rebecca Finneran work with the 5 year olds.

SAINTEXPO

Sixth graders in RE have been diligently working to
prepare the first time everSaint Expoon Sunday,
December 16, 4:155:00 in the Parish Hall. Having
studied and researched various saints, students will
present to visitors (all are welcome, by the way) what
they have learned. We are fairly certain that John the
Baptist, St. Patrick, and St. Monica will be present
actually walking in our midst! Join us!

WELCOMENEW CATECHISTS

Lisa Kosnik and Stacy Haraburda have joined our
catechist team. They will be teaching grade 5 on Sunday.
Both women are enthusiastic, energetic, and full of
guestions about the program. What a blessing is their
willingness to step in midyear! Please pray for Lisa and
Stacy and all of us in the RE program. We sowers of
seed need your prayerful support.

SECONDSEMESTERCATECHISTNEEDED

One of the Wednesday catechists, who teaches third
grade, anticipates a longlistance move after the first of
the year. With that in mind, we are beginning a search
for someone to take her place. Are you interested in
working with a class of fourteen children? This position
is perfect for an education major who wants some
experience in a classroom. Call 488537 ext. 204 with
guestions or to come aboard.

RE Q\LENDAR
December 16,Sunday, RE 4:065:30 pm

Saint Expoin the Parish Hall
4:15-5:00 pm

PROTECTIOMF CHILDRENAND YOUNGPEOPLE
If you have reason to believe that a child may be a victim
of child abuse or neglect, Indiana law requires that you

b report this to civil authorities. If you or someone you

I you are encouraged to notify appropriate civil authorities

d
r
I
d . 6 know was abused as a child or young person by an adult,
e
t h e of that abuse. In addition, if the alleged abuser is or was

a priest or deacon of the Catholic Church, you are
encouraged to contact Father Robert Schulte, Vicar
General of the diocese of Fort Wayreouth Bend, at

P. O. Box 390, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46801, or at
(260)422-4611. The Diocese is committed to helping
prevent the abuse or neglect of children and young
people and to assist those who claim to have suffered
harm as a result of such abuse.

MARKETDAY THANK YOU!!

Thanks to all who ordered in the December Market Day
and those who ordered cookie dough from the Jr. High
students. Our total order was just short of $10,000! St.
Vincents earned $1,700 and $651 of that went to the Jr.
High for their fundraiser.
has earned an amazing $3,610 and the $400 of free
books going to the library. Thank you to all those
supporting this wonderful way of getting extra money to
our school. Market Day is open to all and having a
student at the school is not necessary. Forms can be
found near the entrance doors in the gathering space.
Thanks again and keep shopping! Any gstions,

please call Eva at 49@9329.

1r

KNIGHTSOF COLUMBUSFREE THROWCONTEST @
If you are between the ages of eight and twelv

YOU have the chance to show your basketballW
free throw skills on January 13, 2008. The

Knights of Columbus Free Throw contest is on January
13, 2008 with check in beginning at 11:45, and the
contest beginning at 12:00 until 3:00. If you are
interested and have any questions, feel free tomalil
Curtis Smith at living2coach@msn.com.

GIFTSOFTHEHOLYSPIRITR UNDERSTANDING
olt is well to give
unasked,

when

SCRIP SALENOTICE

Scrip will be available every Saturday at the 5:00 pm
Mass and Sunday from 8:00 an® 11:00 am and after
the Life Teen Mass. Thanks for your support!

CHILDCAREPROVIDERNEEDED

We are seeking a dependable childcare provider for our
2-1/2 year old daughter. Part time on Tuesday and
Thursdays only, from 8:00 arfi3:30 pm. This could be
at our home or yours. This position would start at the
beginning of January. If interested, please contact
Teresa at 260438-2948.

as
t hr ougiKabilit@lmanst and
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YOUTHMINISTRYCALENDAR

Teens please join us this Tuesday for the 6:30 am Mass in the chapel in
way to celebrate the Advent season.

TATIANACONCERT

We will have reserved seats up front. Please join us as we listen to the
beautiful Advent Music that we hope will help us prepare our hearts for
Christds coming. And bring a dol

and her family.

COFFEEHOUSESOCIAL
Sunday , December 16th, join us after the LT mass in the Parish Hall for

of course coffee. So, mark your calendars and spend time with all your
friends before Christmas Break

A Big Thank you to the anonymous person or persons who generously
picked up the check at Casads on
the entire Core Team and then some. God Bless You!!

TEENADORATION
Teens please join us30inthe Rloratiahadlapes

can truly change your life.

For information about St. Vincent Youth Ministry
contact Tracy Sines. 338263
Tracyl892@aol.com

UPDATEDLISTOFITEMS

our community. Your response has been GREAT!

our Annual Coffee House Social. We will have fun music, games, food, apd

JHL

Junior High Teens, mark your calendars for Monday, December 17th from
78: 30pm the Parish Hall . We wil.|
God.

Thank You

for Life Teen Adoration Time. Time spent in front of the Blessed Sacrame ntquestions, call Craig or Vicki Welch

Readings for the

E VvV E N T S

Dec. 9 LI FE NI GHT, oTatiana Conc elr\WeekofDecember?9, 2007

Dec. 12 Ministry Hour,7:30 pm Sunday: Is 11:110/Rom 15:4-9/

Dec. 13 Pray at Abortion Clinic, 7:00 am Mt 3:1-12

Dec. 16 LI FE NI GHT oCoffee House $oMondayt &35:10/Lk5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:111/Mt 18:12 -14

ADVENTBREAKFASTS Wednesday: Zec 2:14.7 or Rv

hell:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or

Spiritual Center, and then for breakfast at the Life House. What a beautifyl Lk 1:39-47

Thursday: Is 41:120/Mt 11:11 -15
Friday: Is 48:1719/Mt 11:16 -19
Saturday: Sir 48:34, 9-11/Mt 17:9a,

Teens, tonight after the Life Teen Mass please stick around and join us for 10-13
a shack and then accompany us to the Tatiana Concert in the Parish Hall.

10/Mt 11:2 -11
©2007 Liturgical Publications Inc
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a|_HEGVINGTREE

The Giving Tree is an

easy way for you to

brighten the
Christmas of
someone less

the Buits

¥

ets delivered to th

(Qf(yreedﬁrgtﬁés.

f A
A

Next Sunday: Is 35:%a, 10/Jas 5:7-

v A f

GQIVING TREE

fortunate. Take an angel ornament off
the evergreen tree in the Gathering
Space of the Church. Purchase the gift

request (written on the angel), wrap it

securely, and attahcht e ornam

b eqt tro
[ad' of the g

. Then bring it | Y
the church and place it under the tree
by SUNDAY, DECEMBER, 1® later
than 2:00 pm, and we will be sure it

the gift in time, please refrain from
taking an ornament. An evergreen is

used as a symbol of our need to be
ftdreQegivthg. % You have any

4

t

83-7257.

hank

t he

ST. INCENTS GRL
SCOUTSSHINE

The Down Syndrome
Association of
Northern Indiana

0 (DSANI) would like to
St .

Vi

whao_helped at our annual Christmas

A f ood_ box f or St. Vi ncent _ de Pau lpart§8ncsbtl‘frda9’,Ige%.l.p'ﬁﬁé‘glirlé y i
of the Gathering Space. We will continue to regularly post items needed to 5,4 their families were an invaluable

supply the pantry. Our current needs are JELLY, PAPER PRODUCTS, SOAES urce to the success of our party.
(BATH/DISH/LAUNDRY), KETCHUP and MUSTARD although any donatiofause of their positive and friendly
are appreciated. We cannot accept perishable items, e.g. fresh vegetables.nature’ our children had a wonderful

Again, we wish to thank you for your support in helping us feed the poor of e Thanks, girls for being the light

of Christ for our kids.

Y6 cnd: e © °

ncer



Church Calendar ™

MEETINGS OF THE WKEE
Tuesday, December 11
8:45 am Two by Two Bible StuyfCommunity Rom
6:30 pm Shepherds of Chridgi Reservation Chapel
6:45 pm RCIA Spiritual Center
7:00 pm HASA Parish Hall
7:00 pm Young Adult Lifé Life House
Wednesday, December 12
9:00 am Adoration of Blessed Sacramefit

Reservation Chapel
9:00 am WINGSi Sp Ctr, Life House, East Room
7:00 pm K of C Officers MeetinC o mm.
Thursday, December 13
9:00 am WINGS A Community Room
7:00 pm Bereavement Suppoii East Room
7:00 pm Respect Life CommitteB-C o mm.
Saturday, December 8
9:00 am Advent Retreafi Spiritual Center
Sunday, December 16
12:00 pm Adoration of Blessed Sacramefit
Reservation Chapel

8:15 am K of C Family BreakfagtParish Hall

HARVESTHOUSE

Christmas Potluck Monday, December 17, in
Spiritual Center. Mass 11:15 am in chapel; dinner
to follow in Community
after dinner. For reservations: call 482085. Dues
$5 payable January 2008.

BAPTISMAL

PREPARATIONCLASS 30[5&80}
Attendance at two c‘PMleﬁm
Baptismal

Preparation Sessions

is required before your child is baptized. They are
Session | and Session Il. You may attend Session Il
before Session |, if necessary. Each session will
begin at 7:00 pm. It is recommended that you
attend before the birth of your child so that there will
be no delay in setting a date for the baptism once
the baby is born. Godparents, too, are welcome.
Please call the church office to register for your
sessions. NO SESSIONS IN DECEMBER.

Session | (East Meeting Room)

January 10 and 24

Session Il (Church Conference Room)

January 17

EUCHARISTIGADORATION

Sunday, 12:008 6:00 pm and Wednesday, 9:08
7:00 pm

Our parish is privileged to have Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the Reservation Chapel. Call
Bev 489-2638 (am) or Wendy 4961628 (pm) for
information.

Rm o0B6

Rm o0B6

Room.

*Church Calendar

ST. INCENTPARISH

FAMILY BREAKFAST
Sunday, December 16, is the
next Knights of Columbus
Parish Family Breakfast.
Serving times are from 8:15 tc
11:00 am in the Parish Hall.
Bring your friends and family i
and enjoy a delicious breakfast of pancakes,
sausage, scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, fruit
serving and milk, juice or coffee. We will be
accepting freewill donations (no set price) for this
breakfast, as the proceeds will be given to local
charities |like the Womenbo
Center. Thank you for supporting our parish activity!

THE WONDEROFITALY

February 2129, 2008 Travel to Rome, Assisi and
Florence with Matthew Kelly. For more information,
phone (513) 221-7700 or go online to
www.matthewkelly.org.

0 RBUILDINGWHEN YOURRELATIONSHIEENDS)

St. Vincentds Support Gro
Catholics is offering a 1@wveek workshop, with a
breakyalter tBeaﬁ[StéIX é)eglg H@pl Ve
January 11, at 7:00 pm n the |r|tu enter. Ifis
based on Bruce Fisherds o
Rel ationship Endséoé. Rebu
of adjustment to the loss of a marriage. Topics will
include grief, anger, self worth, transition, openness,
intimacy. The fee for this course is $35, which

includes book, workbook and materials. Scholarship

is available. For more information, call the church
office at 489-3537, ext. 208. Sessions will be from

7:00 until 10:00 pm and will be facilitated by

Mary Jo Todoran, ACSW and Dian Sullivan, ACSW.
Class size is limited, so call right away to reserve

your spot. The workshop is open to all faiths.

CASEWORKERFORMARRIAGETRIBUNAL

The Diocesan Marriage Tribunal is seeking someone
to work as fultime caseworker (auditor) in the Fort
Wayne office. Person seeking this position should
possess the following qualifications: a Catholic in
good standing with the Church; a desire to help
persons be reconciled with the Church; at ease in
talking and listening to others; organizational and
time management skills. While not required, the
ability to speak and read Spanish is a plus. Training
will be provided. Starting salary is suitable as a
second income. Health insurance is available. For
more information, or for an application, please
contact Jan Brell, 4224611, ext. 3343, between

8:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.
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OLIVEWOODSALESNEXTWEEKEND
Al fred and Grace
be with us again this weekend, Dec. 8/9, after all
Masses to display for sale in the East Room a collection
of the Holy Land handmade religious artifacts such as
rosaries, crucifixes, nativity scenes, ornaments, angels,
saints, the Last Supper and other figurines. The
proceeds benefit Christian families in the Holy City who
suffer due to the long lasting turmoil and the shortage of
pilgrims to the Holy City.

ADVENTDAY OF RECOLLECTION

You are invited to take a break from the holiday rush and
refresh yourself by taki
Advent day of recollection. This recollection is presented
by Bob Deck, a Secular Franciscan, in the Spiritual
Center on December 15, from 9:062:00 pm. Lunch will
be potluck style. When you register, you may give your
preference of what to bring for the meal. There will be a
free will offering to cover the cost of the materials.
Please bring your Bible and a pen or pencil. To register
call Bob Deck 4909571. Deadline is December 14.

REMEMBERING2007, WELCOMING008

Dec. 3112 pm and Jan Tillam This guided retreat
with Sr. Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC will look back at 2007
to see where you have grown. The retreat will also help
you prepare for the adventure of a new year, looking at
realistic goals and dreams. Fee: $60.00. Registration
deadline: Dec. 26th.

BAGSOF BLESSINGSSPECIALCHRISTMASPROJECT
Toiletry items will be collected for distribution by our St.
Vincent de Paul Society to the needy in our area. Full
size shampoo, deodorant, shaving cream, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and soap will be collected. Make your
donations through December in the marked boxes in the
west entryway of the Gathering Space. Call Don Getts if
you have questions 634063.

S

| -
I Once again we are offering you the &

I opportunity to donate Christmas

I flowers in memory of a loved one.
| The suggested donation is $10 a
| plant. We will remember the

| deceased at our Christmas Masses. Place the money
I or check in an envelope along with the form below:
I (Please print clearly)

I Name ofLoved One

| Your Name:

Sal sabd, n

ng

I Your Address:

I Your Phone Number:

Donation: $

e e e e e ———

Y NEWS °

0 BRISTMASIN THE CATHEDRAO OKICERT

Alti vareiitnzvienedofoBehéal @ahem
Concert on Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 7:30 pm in the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in downtown
Fort Wayne. The Advent/Christmas program will feature
a brass ensemble, the Cathedral Choir and Guest pianist
Dyne Pfeffenberger performing special holiday music and
carols. Also on the program this year is Harpist Nancy
Morse performing with the choral works and on some
solo pieces. In addition, the audience will have the
opportunity to sing along on many of their favorite carols.
The concert is free and open to the public.

CHRIRTMASEQNEERBRBISHOPIVENGER Advent 6
Mark your calendar and plan to join the Bishop Dwenger

Music Department for their combined band and choir
Christmas concert on Sunday, December 16, 2007 at
2: 00 pm in the school 0s
entire family will surely enjoy the sounds of the season
as performed by the concert band, orchestra and various
choirs. Under the direction of Christine Russell and Ryan
VanAntwerp, this group of talented musicians and
vocalists will offer a welcome respite from your hectic
schedule. Admission is FREE.

ma i

I n addi ti on, on December 8,
Choir wildl be singing at 4:
Castled6 at St . Franci sd® Bas

GERMANCHRISTMASCONCERT

Open to the public, this free concert will be held at Saint
Peterds Catholic Church,
Wayne on Sunday, Dec. 16th at 4:00 pm.

GIVE YOURSPOUSEA SPECIALGIFT THIS CHRISTMAS

Sign up now for the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekend and receive the gift will of a great

marriage. Making a weekend will help you W

put a little Christmas in your marriage every () )
day! Call Greg and Norma Germann at 574

287-6432 or visit our web site at www.wwwmai.org for
more information. Upcoming weekends are scheduled

for February 2224, 2008 in South Bend and April 2827,
2008 in Fort Wayne.

51

OPERATIONMILITARYKID BACKPACKS
Small toys, puzzles, games and disposable cameras are

being collected through Dec
Kid Backpackso. |l tems can
Ell i nwoodds office, Bensono

during regular business hours.

The 2nd Annual Hat, Glove, Mitten & Scarf Drive is also
going on through January 30th! Items can be dropped
off at 5725 Maplecrest Rd., Ste. #1, Fort Wayne, IN
46835. Drop off times: Monday and Friday 8:00 am

2 pm., TuesdaydThursday 8:00 anfi5:00 pm.



SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES
FOCUSONé . « SMALL CHRISTIANCOMMUNITIES

A church the size of St. Vincentdés would not functio
Many of those volunteers are part of a small Christian

Community, meeting regularly from two to four times each

month for prayer, faith sharing, discussion on books or

Bible passages and of course, social time and snacks!

St. Vincent de Paul parish is blessed to have over 40

di fferent Small Christian Communities. Youdve seen
of these folks in action recently. One of our communities
has set up the 0Giving Treedé and is keeping it stock

items needed by those most in need in our greater Fort
Wayne community. This Small Christian Community will
gather all the gifts together and deliver them within the
next two weeks. When you look at the number of gifts
under the tree on any given weekend, you begin to realize
the enormity of their task, and the many hours of loving
service this community gives to the St. Vincent family.

Another community takes it upon themselves to call each
new parishioner to welcome them to the parish, and also
provides tours of the St. Vincent facilities each quarter. In
fact, another tour will be coming up soon, on January 20
immediately following the 11:00 Mass.

A third community has gone to individual homes and

nursing facilities every year at this time to sing for those

who have been homebound or who need a little bit of extra
ocheerdé during this someti me
community spends a great deal of time in prayer for people

in this parish, as well as the wider community of Christians.

One of our womends W NGS Small Christian Communities
is holding a baby shower for A Hope Center. Another

collects small toiletry items for those who are homeless.

One of the WINGS communities helps clean the Church

before Advent and Lent. The Mends Rekindle group 1is
sponsoring Tatiana in concert to benefit our young people,

and routinely do service project to help the church.

These are but a few examples of the many ways our Small

Christian Communities make this parish a better place to

be. Is this something that you might want to be a part of?

Would you like to join other men and women of this parish

to make a difference here at St. Vincentds? Would yo
to be part of a group of parishioners who can help you

grow in your faith? Call the church office and ask about

Small Christian Communities!
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