Saint Vincent DePaul Chruch
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, JUNE 21ST
*6:30a.m. Clarence & Mary Francis Bechtel
8:00a.m. Edwin Ashby
TUESDAY, JUNE 22ND
*6:30a.m. Alma McSweeney
8:00a.m. Lillian Billmeier
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23RD
*6:30a.m. Dec. Members Martin/Amick Families
8:00a.m. James Crabill
THURSDAY, JUNE 24TH
*6:30a.m. Rosalyn Oehler
8:00a.m. Thomas Murickan
FRIDAY, JUNE 25TH
8:00a.m.  PedroHernandez wr & s
SATURDAY, JUNE 26TH HOI]OI' your
8:00a.m.  Elizabeth Laier father.-
5:00 p.m.  Paul Grubbs as the
SUNDAY, JUNE 27TH vour Tas
7:15a.m.  Mary Guingrich ’
9:00am.  Scott Sonnek commanded.,
1100 a.m. Gertrude COte' Deuteronomy 5:16 )Ou
6:00 p.m. For The Parish (Life Teen Mass)
*CHAPEL

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE

(Itis YOUR responsibility to find a replacement)

Saturday, June 26
8:00a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Tony Springmann, Gus Springmann
Jordan Venderley, Grace Morken
Austin Harrington, Alex Westrick
Sunday, June 27

7:15a.m. Rebecca Royal, Emily Heffner
Hilary Fink, Mike Thill
9:00a.m. Stephen Bloom, Maggie Badders
Abby Maxwell, Rachel Morken
11:00a.m. Isaac Evans, Nicole Mullins

Michael Udoh, Alyssa Heidenreich

TRAINING SESSION FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS

Atraining session will be offered for any student who will be in the 6th
grade next school year who wishes to be a server at Mass at St. Vincent’s.
The next session will be held in the Church on Thursday, July 8, at 10:00
a.m. An additional training session will be planned in the near future.
Watch the bulletin for the date.

There will be a review of the Servers Responsibilities and Proce-
dures. This is a responsibility that should be taken seriously. Since this is
not only the child’s commitment but also the commitment of the family,
parents are welcome.

WEDDING BANNS

“Let us pray that the Lord will abundantly bless these couples
as they prepare to take their marriage vows.”

1] Patrick Walz and Dawn Gore

Il Matthew Carver and Laura Lucas

THIS
JULY USHERS SCHEDULE USP@iERS
Saturday MONTH
5:00p.m.  Tom Davis, Dan Bireley
Larry Eberle, Nick Bobay
Sunday
7:15a.m. Bill Frantz, Bernie Niezer
Bill Grant, Joe Schuldt
9:00a.m. Paul Freson, Joe Siman, Jeff Sorg
Tim Leffers, Scott Wilder, Tom Schanbacher
11:00a.m. Greg Pac, Mike Thomas

Andy Tomatore, James Conmey

RCIA GOOD NEWS!

We welcome the following Catechumens who went through the Rite of
Acceptance at the 9:00 Mass last Sunday: Brent Mosley, Lee Senter,
Marie Junk, Todd Hughes and Travis Troyer. They are all unbaptized.
Please keep them in your prayers.

RCIA

Ifyou or someone you know would like to inquire about
the Catholic faith, its teachings and traditions, please
call the church office at 489-3537. RCIA is an on-
going process and an Inquirer may begin at any time.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR CHILDREN (RCIC)

If your child is over the age of eight years old and not baptized or baptized
in another faith and interested in the Catholic faith, please contact Lisa
Harris at 489-3537. We welcome inquiries about the program year-round.
If your child is over the age of eight and baptized Catholic but in need of
the sacraments of First Communion and/or Confirmation, we are enrolling
now for next year’s program that will start in September.

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASS
Attendance at two Baptismal Preparation Sessions is required before
your child is baptized. They are Session | and Session Il. You may attend
Session |l before Session |, if necessary. Each session will begin at 7:00
p.m. Itis recommended that you attend before the birth of your child so
that there will be no delay in setting a date for the baptism once the baby
is born. Godparents, too, are welcome. Please call the church office to
register for your sessions.
Session | (East Meeting Room)
June 24
NO SESSIONS IN JULY August 26
Session Il (Church Conference Room)
NO SESSION IN JULY August 19

SUMMER MASS ATTIRE

How should one dress for Sunday Mass? With the warmer weather upon
us, itis good to give thought to this question. Certainly we should dress
appropriately. Let your Sunday attire reflect your respect for both the
Eucharist and your fellow Christians with whom you worship the Lord. This
is no ordinary social gathering. This is our sacred weekly gathering where
as Christians we celebrate the Lord’s death and resurrection. Itis not
appropriate to wear clothes you would wear, let’s say, at a picnic or a
backyard barbecue. And we should always dress modestly. Of course,
the Sunday Mass should never turn into a kind of fashion parade where
we draw attention to ourselves. Nor should it be a “come as you are” get-
together where we make no effort to dress up, or at least to put on
something nice. Because circumstances may prevent a person from
wearing appropriate clothing ata Mass, e.g., persons going to or coming
from work, we want to avoid standing in judgment of someone whose
attire in our opinion is not appropriate. God, of course, sees into the heart
and knows the worshiper’s true disposition. Butin society, clothes do
make a difference, and we should keep this in mind when we attend
Sunday Mass, which includes the Saturday evening celebration of the
Lord’s Supper.

MISS VIRGINIA MISSION SUNDAY J.____ ,(/
Please remember this ministry to the needy of N
the inner city next Sunday, June 27. Bags of
food or paper products may be left in the
Gathering Space of the church. Whatever is
collected is taken to Inner City Hope Mission
House that very day, so please refrain from
bringing items through the week.

Reach out to those in need

PROJECT 25 COLLECTION — NEXT WEEKEND

Next Sunday at all the Masses, boxes will be placed near the columns
in the church’s Gathering Space to allow our parishioners to contrib-
ute to this project. These contributions will make it possible for our
parish St. Vincent de Paul Society to help those in need in our parish
and community.




June 20, 2004

SAINT VINCENT’S MAY 2004 COLLECTIONS
FIVE WEEKS

Total Collection in Envelopes $ 228,928
Total Collection in Loose 12,345
$ 241,273
Average Weekly Collection $ 48,255
Project Solidarity for May $ 7,461 W A GO
Capital Improvement Envelope  $ 2,822 Steward

Meti ngs of t he Videk

“I mowed the lawn.” Patrick C.

“l read to my brother.” Sarah C.

"Cleaned my fish’s fish tank.” Samantha M.
“Helped take care of our new puppy.” Stone S.
“| played catch with Grandpa.” Justin R.
“Shared drawings with brother.” Luke J.

MEETINGS OF THE WEEK

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS - Monday, June 21, at 7 p.m. in the East Room

SHEPHERDS OF CHRIST - Tuesday, June 22, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Reservation Chapel

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Wednesday, June 23, at
8:00 a.m. in the Reservation Chapel

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION | — Thursday, June 24 at 7 p.m. in the East
Room

YOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR Y— s B
June 20 Life Night: Swimming Party \ ‘86411\ .

June 21 Prospective Core Info. Mtg. 8 p.m. ‘
June 23 Ministry Hour 7:30 p.m. L Cﬁ__rlg
June 24 Pray at abortion clinic - )
June 27 Prayer for Notre Dame Leadership Teens

SUMMER SERVICE TRIP

To Rockford, IL Catholic Heart Work Camp. July 18-24. Open to incom-
ing 10th graders thru 20 yr. olds. Visit www.heartworkcamp.com to see
whatit's all about. Registration forms available on the table by the church
office. Sign up today.

HIT THE COASTERS AT CEDAR POINT

Lifeteen is hitting the Coasters at Cedar Point all day on Thursday, July 15.
Registration forms available by the church office or contact Angie Harber
at 486-9852. Open to all high school teens and our friends back from
college.

Fundraising opportunity available to all for service trip or Cedar Point.
Contact Angie for details: 486-9852.

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

| For information about St. Vincent's Youth Ministry,
contact Cindy Black at 489-3537 Ext. 228 or

' e-mail Cblack@SaintV.org. '

I | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

A NIGHT OUT WITH
RUTH AND NAOMI

Men and women are welcome to come

Lookin,

Advertisers of the Week
Eva M. Vandeputte

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Business and Individual Taxes
Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Finanacial Statement Preparation
490-9329 Electrionic Tax Filing

o%

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

r Bring in this ad for 25% discount
Buy Mautz Paint at ;
ear

IHAFFNER PAINT COXW A

I N. CLINTON AT SPY RUN \Pnillf, Wayne I

L Tim Haffner - parishioner 4830511 r

| sxo |

REGISTRATION FOR FALL

All Children who will attend Religious
Education in grade 1 or new students in
grades 2-8 must call the RE office to be en-
rolled. Those who attended this past year in
grades 1-7 will automatically be advanced

study the Book of Ruth in the Spiritual Cen-
teron Thursday, July 1st,from7to 9 p.m. A

Please patronize the companies that support our bulletin.

to the next grade level for the 2004-2005
catechetical year.

little wine, a little cheese, some socializing, if

you please...and then we will dig into Scripture to understand Ruth and
Naomi and how they relate to our lives today. The Book of Ruth is a
message of hope in difficult times. Marilyn Fech is the presenter.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
TO FEATURE SAINTS

Having completed the lower and upper stained glass
windows in the church, we are planning to install
stained glass windows in the church alcoves. These
will be figures of saints. We have definitely decided
on St. Therese of Lisieux (Little Flower), one of the
most popular saints of modern times. Our parish was
founded by French immigrants, and there is some
speculation that one of Therese’s relatives is buried in
our old parish cemetery. The window with the figure
of St. Therese has a donor. The two side windows in
the same alcove will cost $3,655 each. These stained
glass windows will include roses complementing the
window with the figure of St. Therese. If any parish-
ioner or parishioners are interested in donating the
windows, please call the church office.

CORRECTION:

BAPTIZED DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL
Ayden Matthew Carrier, son of
Matthew and Lindsay Ann (Martin) Carrier

Children in grades 1-8 who do not at-
tend our parish grade school should enrolled in Religious Education.
Sunday classes begin at4 p.m. on September 19 and Wednesday classes
begin at 6 p.m. on September 22. For questions or further information call
Beth in the Religious Ed office 489-3537, ext. 204.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR FALL

All children who will attend Preschool next fall must be enrolled. By Sep-
tember 1, children must reach either 3, 4, or 5 years of age in order to be
signed up for that specific class. Classes begin on September 19, and
are held during the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses.

CATECHISTS NEEDED FOR FALL

Several openings for Wednesday and Sunday Religious Education are
available for next fall. Please pray about this important ministry and call
Beth in the RE office with questions or to apply.

FIRST COMMUNION PICTURES

First Communion pictures have arrived and are located in the East Meet-
ing Room on the counter. Please be certain to take only the packet with
your child’s name onit.

BAGS OF BLESSINGS

Please remember to save your personal size items from hotels and ships
for our Bags of Blessings Project. Lastyear we delivered over 300 bags
to our community. Call Kellie Stanley at 637-6041 for pickup or drop off
information.




CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH
NEEDS NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR

We will be discerning individuals for the
Committee’s service position of newsletter
coordinator. If you have been on a past
Christ Renews’ team and feel called to
serve in this three-year ministry, which in-
cludes attending the Continuation monthly meetings and helping with
both the Men’s and Women’s weekends twice a year, please send a letter
to Harold Karp 12019 Crossway Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46814 or
hkarp@essexep.com. In this letter answer the following questions: What
is your previous team experience and ministry? How did you hear this
call? How do you feel you could best serve this Committee? For more
information regarding this ministry, call Harold at 625-3488

Newsletter
Volunteers

REVITALIZE YOUR FAITH

The next Men’s Christ Renews His Parish weekend will be held on Septem-
ber 11 and 12. Thisis an unbelievable way for you to renew your faith and
make new friends. Please do not miss out on the wonderful opportunity
for spiritual growth and fellowship. The weekend will fill up fast, so contact
one of the invitations coordinators today: Mark Lapp (485-9540) or Trent
Graber (693-1848).

WOMEN’S CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH FOR SEPT. 25-26
Are you looking for a way to revitalize your faith and make new friends?
Sign up for the next Women'’s Christ Renews His Parish on the weekend of
September 25-26, 2004. Don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity for
spiritual growth and fellowship. Contact Peggy Nicola at 483-6576.

YOUNG ADULT LIFE
(21-40 Marri ed/ Si ngle)

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
Third Sunday of the month Mass and Breakfast. Come join us for 9:00
Mass, but please go eat brunch with your Dad this month.

YA.C.H.T. CLUB

A faith sharing and Bible study group open to anyone 21-40, single,
married or divorced at 7:15 p.m. in the Life House. Contact
youngadultlife@comcast.net

for more information.

ST. VINCENT'S SCHOOL TUITION DUE JULY 1, 2004

ST. VINCENT’S SCHOOL HAS CLASS OPENINGS

FOR THE 2004-2005 SCHOOL YEAR:

We are registering students in grades one (1) through eight (8) for the
2004-05 school year. Please call the school office at 489-3537, ext. 212, for
more information.

Y

SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS

The school office will be open from 7 a.m. until
noon each day during the month of June. Sum-
mer packets and report cards have been mailed |

home the week of June 7. &N

S
Smmays
Fica .

SCRIP SALE NOTICE
Scrip will be available every Sunday (except July 4) during the summer
from 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. and after Lifeteen Mass. Thanks for your support!

PRO-LIFE UPDATE

That the Holy Spirit will enkindle in the hearts of all the Christians a great
zeal to defend God’s precious gift of human life, We pray to the Lord.

FREE MINISTRY TO TRAVELING CATHOLICS

For nationwide Mass times and locations: Call Mass Times (1-410-676-
6000) or Internet www.Masstimes.org. Also, (800) 627-7846 —need to find
achurch.

COMMITTED PRAY-ERS NEEDED

On Wednesday'’s, our parish is
privileged to have Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament for the day until 4 p.m. in the
Reservation Chapel. We are required to
have at least two people praying as long as
the Sacrament is on the altar for this type of
adoration.

We are looking for volunteer prayers
to commit to an hour especially between the
hours of 12 noon and 3 p.m. Please contact
Francie McComb at 489-6716 if you would
like to do this and be scheduled for a
specific hour. Drop-ins are welcome.

GIFT BEARING MINISTRY

We would like all parishioners to have the opportunity to carry the gifts of
bread and wine to the altar during the part of the Mass called the “Presen-
tation of the Gifts.” Before Mass, just pick up the “Last Supper” plaque
from the gift table located in front of the Baptismal Font and take it to your
pew. Thisis a great way to mark a special date such as an anniversary or
birthday. As representatives of the church community, we ask that appro-
priate attire be worn.  Hint: Early arrival could assure your family’s or
group’s turn at this ministry and also a pew in the center aisle.

HOSPITALIZED? WANT A PRIEST TO VISIT?

If you or a loved one is admitted to one of the local hospitals and would
appreciate a visit from one of the priests and/or parish nurse, itis good to
let us know, particularly if a person is admitted on an emergency basis.
With the new privacy laws affecting hospitals and other health care institu-
tions, we do not always receive the name of parishioners in the hospitals.
Parishioners are admitted and even give the name of the church, but we
are not notified; nor will the hospitals give us the name of the patient if we
call inquiring as to whether or not a parishioner has been admitted. You
may call the church office during the day and leave the name and room
number of the parishioner who has been admitted.

HOLISTIC HEALTH MINISTRY

The Fourth Annual Living Healthier Lecture Series is being offered to the
public. The lectures will be held at the Kachmann Auditorium at the
Lutheran Hospital campus, 7900 West Jefferson Boulevard. The series
will be the 4th Wednesday of the month. These dates are June 23, July
28, August 25, September 22, and October 27. The lecture will start at
6:30 p.m. and the cost of admission is a non-perishable food item.

MEN WANTED

We want to issue an invitation to all eligible men of the parish to join
the Knights of Columbus - St. Vincent’'s Council. The Knights is a service
organization of Catholic men which is involved in both our church and our
community by helping the less fortunate, supporting our youth programs,
our seminarians, and the Right to Life effort. Knights work as volunteers
when needed at St. Vincent’s and on projects within our community. In
addition, we relax and enjoy each other and ourselves at dances, hay-
rides, dinner theater and other such social events.

You can be as active in the Knights of Columbus as your time allows.
You might choose to be an officer in our organization or limit your partici-
pation to flipping an occasional pancake at one of our Sunday parish
breakfasts.

If you want to join us or want more information first, please call Ray
Ohlman, membership director, at 637-5377. We look forward to welcom-
ing you to our council.

MOTOR COACH TRIP PLANNED BY HARVEST HOUSE

Harvest House seniors are sponsoring a motor coach trip November 3,
2004 thru November 6, 2004. This four-day trip thru southern Indiana and
into Kentucky will include Caesars Casino in Elizabeth, IN; Bardstown,
Stephen Foster's Home; dinner and entertainment at the Old Stable,
Shaker Village; Carly Hurley at Renfro Valley, KY; Country Jamboree
Show and many more sights and events. This trip is of good times,
excellentfood and great fun. For more information, please call Jane Smith
at (260) 637-8889.




BISHOP DWENGER BASEBALL CAMP

Students in grades 6 — 8 are invited to come to the Bishop Dwenger
Baseball Camp to learn more about hitting, pitching, catching, defense,
and base running. Coached by Dwenger Coaching Staff and players this
camp will be held at Shoaff Park from 1:00 — 3:00 p.m. Cost is $40.
Contact Bishop Dwenger 496-4700 or Coach Windmiller 417-5953 or
show up on June 28th.

BASKETBALL CAMP

FOR GRADES K THRU 8 «g\‘\’:l\LL
Bishop Dwenger High School will again Q’

be sponsoring the Saint’s Basketball gy
Camp for students in grades K-8. There
are two sessions: Session | will be held
from June 21-25; Session Il will be held
from July 12-16. Both sessions will be
held in the Bishop Dwenger High School
gym. Grades K-3 will meet from 9:00 —
10:15 a.m.; grades 4 — 8 will meet from
10:30 - 12:00 noon. Instructors are Dave Scudder, Girl's Basketball
Coach, and Matt Kostoff, Boy’s Basketball Coach. Cost of the 5-day
session is $40.00, which includes a t-shirt. Checks can be made payable
to Dave Scudder and returned to Bishop Dwenger High School. Regis-
tration is also available at the door on the first day of camp.

THANK YOU FROM THE WOMEN’S CARE CENTER

Dear Friends:

Thank you everyone for the wonderful donation of diapers for the Women’s
Care Center. |am very grateful to the Knights of Columbus for their efforts
on our behalf. Thank you, too, for the great gift bags made by the 7th
graders on retreat. Thanks to Mrs. Harrington and to Mrs. Harris and
children for delivering the gifts. The generosity of the school children and
their incredible gift of $6,000 was overwhelming. God bless each of you
for your commitment to our clients and their children.

Anne Koehl, RN, Director —Women’s Care Center

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING INITIAL SESSION

Thursday, July 1, 2004 at Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort
Wayne. The class runs from 7-9 p.m. This class is conducted by the
diocesan Office of Family Life and is open to engaged and married couples.
The fee for the session is $25.00. To register, call (574) 234-0687.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, GARRETT, HAS CLASS OPENINGS

St. Joseph Catholic School in Garrett, located 15 minutes north of Dupont
on Coldwater Road, is registering students in preschool, kindergarten
and grades one through six for the 2004-2005 school year. Preschool
students must be four years old by July 1. The class meets three morn-
ings aweek from 8 -11:00 a.m. Each Kindergarten group attends school
two days a week plus alternating Fridays. Please call 357-5137 for more
information and to arrange a tour.

OFFICE OF YOUTH MINISTRY

Need skills to lead like Jesus did? Then the Young Catholic Leadership
Institute is for you. Held July 20-24, 2004, at Manchester College. Spon-
sored by the Office of Youth Ministry. Leadership is Taught not Caught!
For more information, log on to www.diocesefwsb.org/Youth.

PROJECT SOLIDARITY

As good stewards of God’s generous gifts, we pledge to commit 3% of our
parish’s income, off the top, to the poor and needy. This is money we
could use for parish needs; however, we recognize that there are those
whose needs are greater. What we give to the poor in the name of Christ
will be returned to us a hundredfold. God will not be outdone in generos-
ity. Mindful of our patron, St. Vincent de Paul, it is with joy that we help
those in need.

ST. VINCENT EMPLOYERS-UNEMPLOYED LINK

Realizing that many people in our parish and area have lost their jobs
and are looking, we want to help. We are asking you, as owners and
managers of businesses in the area to:
— Send by TUESDAY MORNING, IN WRITING OR E-MAIL
(stvincentchurch@hotmail.com)
1. Anopen position you are aware of
2. The name of the company and address
3. The contact person and how to reach him or her
God is in every part of our journey!

PART-TIME WORK FOR TEMPORARY ORGANIZER

Part-time work for the summer months to work on a special project.
Organizer will work with local congregations to conduct outreach for an
event, help congregations organize voter registration efforts; and conduct
voter registration drives directly. Spanish /English bilingual ability is strongly
desired. This is a good summer gig for a college student, especially
one familiar with the Milwaukee, WI area since the work will carry into
September. 18-20 hrs. per week with a pay range of $12-15 per hour.

NANNY POSITION OPEN

We are currently looking for a nanny for our two boys ages 2 and 5 years
old. The hours would be Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. —3:45 p.m. We would
like a non-smoker with reliable transportation. References are required
with a good working history. Please contact Heidi at (260) 489-0268 after
5:30 p.m. or cell (260) 705-5055.

NEED A BREAK?

| will babysit every Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. at our home. We
have one 5-year old daughter. Lots of fun and a healthy lunch provided.
Ifinterested, please call 637-9782.

PART-TIME CHILD CARE NEEDED

We are in need of child care for our 9 month and 3 year old girls. Starting
ASAP Preferably with existing children in your home. If interested, call
490-0198.

“RAIN DOWN” COMPOSER

FEATURED IN CONCERT
St. Joseph Parish, Fort Wayne will

4 b ] /
‘ \ ” S feature Jaime Cortez, composer of
many songs, especially the popular

“Rain Down” in a concert Thursday, June 24, at 7:00 p.m. Jaime is a
composer, arranger, performer, and director at St. Bridget Church in
Mesa, Arizona. Free Admission: A good will offering will be taken.

A MUSICAL CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Will take place Wednesday, June 30, at 7 p.m. when the Cathedral Choir
and Organist Karen Taylor present a one-hour concert of all patriotic
music in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in downtown Fort
Wayne. The annual "Happy Birthday America!” concert is free and open
to the public. Complimentary ice cream will be served afterward. Early
seating is advised.

CLASS REUNION PLANNING MTG.

Calling all Central Catholic High School alumni interested in helping plan
an all-CCHS reunion. The second organizational meeting is scheduled for
Monday, July 12, 2004, at 6 p.m. in the Bishop Dwenger library located at
1300 E. Washington Center Road in Fort Wayne. All classes are urged to
send a representative. For more information contact Mary Lou (Thieme)
Morris '65 at 485-6164 or Sylvia (Allen) Tjaden at 493-7479.

LINDENWOOD PROGRAMS AND RETREATS
For more information about upcoming events,

call (574) 935-1780 weekdays, 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.,
e-mail: lw@lindenwood.org; or website is
\www.Lindenwood.org.




GOOP NEWS

Twelfth Sunday In Ordinary Time
(Father’s Day)

Zech 12:10-11; 13:1 / Gal 3:26-29/ Lk 9:18-24

PaigeByrneShortal
sundaybulletin@liguori.org

1 know afather who remembersthelast timehisyoungest
child would accept akisson her way to school.

| know afather who rai sed another man’schild ashisown
and made sure she never felt thelack of afather.

| know afather whoiscalled a” stepfather” and saysit
meansto “stepin” when and where heisneeded.

| know afather whoiscalled a“father-in-law” and who
loveshis*children-in-law” asmuch ashisown.

| know afather who says*| loveyou” by taking photographs
and therethey are - the bright shining faces of everyone
except thefather-photographer.

| know afather whose sonisin trouble and who brought
uncomfortableattentionto hisfamily and yet thisfather continues
tolove and support hisson, praying for him every day.

| know afather who prayed in thetraditional way, but it
didn’t seem enough so he decided to give up beer until his
hurting son wasdoing better. A funny-kind-of-prayer not
mentioned inany of theliturgical books, but assincereaprayer
asever wasprayed.

| know amanwho longed for children of hisown and when
they didn’t come, hefathered al the childrenwho called him
“coach” and “teacher” and“friend.”

| know afather whose daughter isvery sick and hecries
secret tearswhileheremainsstrong for her and for thefamily.

| know afather who lost hisson and who built agardento
remember him, and shared that garden with al the other
fathersand motherswho grievefor their childrenwho aregone
too soon.

| know onewhoiscalled “Father,” whoisfather to none,
but whosejobitisto sit with hurting fathersand mothersand
hold them and pray with them and hel p them make sense of
ital.

| know afather who was gonetoo soon and whom | wish |
had gotten to know better. | misshim onthisFather’s
day...very much.
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